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SPEAR FEDERATION 
PLAN UNFOLDED 
BY DEGREES 

By P. L. AXLING 

Since the publication of the Spear 
plan for the reorganization of the Na¬ 
tional Association of the Deaf, in The 
Observer, 1 have received some very 
gratifying indications that the plan 
meets with the favor of numbers of 
the thinking deaf. Two or three 
friends who have written me about it 
have made inquiry as to certain de¬ 
tails, all of which will be answered in 
due time. We cannot cross the bridge 
till we come to it, and we are yet a 
good ways from the bridge. There are 
many little details that will present 
themselves, some looking like mighty 
formidable obstacles. But where we 
have the will and the determination to 
overcome them we can do it. The way 
to do it is to go right at it and take the 
thing by the horns. No sitting back 
in your easy chair and complaining 
that you see unsurmountable obstacles 
will ever accomplish the work we must 
do. Let us first place the N. A. D. on 
a business basis, provide means of fin¬ 
ancing the organization at the start, in 
a small way, and parcel out the work 
of building up a large membership to 
the proper parties. 

With a clear, definite course mapped 
out and the means of carrying on the 
work for the first six months or a year 
in sight, and the members of the ad¬ 
visory committee instructed as to their 
duties and required to accomplish re¬ 
sults, I have not the least doubt but 
what we can secure a membership of 
not less than three thousand in the 
course of one year from the adjourn¬ 
ment of the Colorado Springs conven¬ 
tion. Mr. Spear’s plan contemplates 
that the members of the advisory com¬ 
mittee shall be from every section of 
the country where there are deaf peo¬ 
ple—and you know they are every¬ 
where. It is impossible to state how 
many members there should be on 
that committee. We will first have 
to ascertain how many sections there 
might be in which there are a suffi¬ 
cient number of deaf people to warrant 
giving them a representative on the ad¬ 
visory committee. This ascertained, 
the rest will be easy so far as the num¬ 
ber on that committee and their ap¬ 
portionment are concerned. 

For example: Seattle has a large 
number of deaf people, and so has 
Portland. Spokane comes in the same 
category, and so does Tacoma. In 
each of these places there should be 
one good, active member of the Na¬ 
tional association to receive appoint¬ 
ment to the advisory committee. In 
the Palouse section there are several 
deaf mutes also, and Walla Walla 
seems the logical point at which the 
member of the advisory committee for 
Continued on Page 3 


WASHINGTON’S GI.OPY. 

Tis splendid to live so grandly, 

That long after you are gone, 

The things you did are remembered, 

And recounted under the sun; 

To live so bravely and purely, 

That a nation stops on its way. 

And once a year, with banner and drum, 
Keeps its thought of your natal day. 

'Tis splendid to have a record, 

So white and free from stain 
That, held to the light, it shows no blot, 
Though tested and tried again; 

That age to age forever 
.Repeats its story of love. 

And your birthday lives in a nation's 
heart 

All other days above. 

And this is Washington’s glory, 

A steadfast soul and true. 

Who stood for his countr.vs' honor 
When his country’s days were few'. 

And now when its days are many. 

And its flag of stars is flung 
To the breeze in defiant challenge, 

His name is on every tongue. 

Yes, it's splendid to live so bravely, 

To be so great and strong, 

That your memory is ever a tocsin 
To rally the foes of the wrong; 

To live so proudly and purely. 

That your people pause in their way, 
And year by year, with banner and 
drum, 

Keep the thought of your natal day. 

—Margaret E. Sangster. 

SOMETHING TO INTER¬ 
EST YOU IN CHINA 

By MRS. A. MILLS 

1S1 East 71st St., New York City. 

My Dear Friends: 

Some of you may know that last 
spring 1 came to the home land on bus¬ 
iness in connection with our work in 
China. 1 wanted to have it put on a 
proper legal basis and secured perma¬ 
nently as a Christian institution. 

We—you and I, dear helper—have 
put too much into it of loving thought, 
precious time, and money, to run any 
risk of its not being permanent; be¬ 
sides, it means so much to the deaf of 
that great land, it is such a telling 
witness of the love of Christ to the 
people who have not yet learned to 
love Him and do things "for His sake.” 

I have been in America now seven 
months and am greatly encouraged. 
We are going to succeed; so we can 
all go working on with new r zeal, know¬ 
ing that “our work is not in vain.” 

While I have been away Miss Carter, 
who is my assistant, and a fine one, 
too, has kept me in touch with life at 
the school, and I think you would be 
interested in some extracts from her 
letters. There are a good many Eng¬ 
lish, American and other people in a 
port like Chefoo; besides missionaries, 
there are merchants and diplomats. 

Some of these are interested in the 
School for the Deaf, so when they 
learned that we needed an addition to 
the building used for the girls, some of 
the ladies proposed to help by having a 
sale of fancy work. All last winter 
we met every Tuesday afternoon to 
sew, knit, embroider, talk and drink 
tea, for all the world as if we were in 
America or England instead of in 

Continued on Page 2 


WHY NOT; REVERSE 
THE PROCESS OF 
EDUCATION 

By OLOF HANSON 

The suggestion made by President 
Veditz in the Observer of January 
20th, that the present practice in most 
of our schools of starting pupils in the 
oral classes and transferring the un¬ 
successful ones to manual classes he 
reversed, is worthy of serious consider¬ 
ation. I quote from Mr. Veditz’ ar¬ 
ticle: 

"Why not put every child upon ad¬ 
mission in a manual class and NOT 
in an oral class? Why not use every 
means for the first two or three years 
to develop its dormant faculties, dor¬ 
mant because lacking means of expres¬ 
sion and conception, its faculties of 
observation, of thought, of memory, of 
initiation? Galvanize the childish 
mind into full activity by every stim¬ 
ulant possible, and notably by using 
the sign language with unfettered 
hand? 

“I fully believe—I can almost guar¬ 
antee—that when at the end of two or 
three years the children are put into 
oral classes each and all will respond 
many times more readily, and even 
the backward ones will acquire an 
equipment of speech and lip-reading 
they can not possibly get under the 
procedure now prevailing. My conten¬ 
tion is borne out by the circumstance 
that deaf children of deaf parents who 
come to school with a knowledge of 
signs to the manor born, and with a 
host of ideas and conceptions acquir¬ 
ed by its means make remarkably ef¬ 
ficient articulators and lip-readers." 

There are other facts which tend 
to prove the correctness of Veditz’s 
theory. Gallaudet College is about the 
only place where students taught by 
various methods are brought directly 
together so that a comparison can be 
made as to their mental development. 
Many students educated orally have at¬ 
tended the college, but so far as I 
know not one student taught by the 
pure oral method has ever taken the 
valedictory at Gallaudet. Take for ex¬ 
ample the Mt. Airy oral school at Phil¬ 
adelphia. It has the best paid teach¬ 
ers, the longest, course of study, the 
best equipment for teaching of any 
school in the United States. Many of 
its students enter Gallaudet. The only 
Mt. Airy student to take the valedic¬ 
tory was Mr. DeLong, who was taught 
by the manual method. Not one of 
the orally taught students has led his 
class at college. 

On the other hand three students 
from the state of *■Washington have 
graduated from the college. Of these, 
two have taken the valedictory! They 
were educated under the Combined 
System, with a free use of the sign 
language. 

There must be a reason for it. What 
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is it? 

Again, the orally taught rarely if 
ever take a leading part in student 
activities at college, such as athletics, 
literary exercises, debates, etc. 

There must be a reason for it. It 
is for educators of the deaf to find 
out. what it is, and apply the remedy. 

It is claimed that in Combined Sys¬ 
tem schools, while the pupils are 
started on the oral road all right, the 
presence of the sign language demor¬ 
alizes the oral work and in the upper 
grades the children use signs almost 
entirely. This is used as an argument 
in favor of separating the oral depart¬ 
ment from the manual, or of turning 
the school into an oral school. It seems 
to me that the fault lies, not with the 
Combined System, but with those re¬ 
sponsible for carrying it out—in fact 
it is an admission of weakness and in¬ 
competency. 

Instead of compelling the little ones, 
who are least capable of doing it, to 
confine their mode of expression to 
speech and English, and allowing the 
older pupils to use signs as they please, 

I he process should be reversed. Ap¬ 
ply the screws at the upper end. Let 
the little children use such means of 
expressing their ideas and developing 
their minds as will best serve to bring 
out the best that is in them. But say 
to the older pupils: You have been 
to school long enough to express your¬ 
selves in English, and (to those taught 
orally) by speech. The sign language 
is all right to use in chapel, and for 
lectures, debates, etc. But in conver¬ 
sation among yourselves and with 
your teachers you should use speech 
and English in order to become profi¬ 
cient in their use. Therefore you can, 
you should, you MUST use speech and 
English. 

This plan, I believe, would meet with 
hearty approval of deaf teachers every¬ 
where, who are really desirous that the 
pupils should receive the best educa¬ 
tion possible. Some of them doubt¬ 
less look askance at the process now 
in use, knowing that in the case of 
many children, as Mr. Veditz says, 
“their faculties have been crushed 
rather than unfolded.” 

Let it be understood that to be ad¬ 
mitted into the oral classes is a promo¬ 
tion. an advancement. With the older 
children using speech and English the 
younger children will try to imitate 
them, and you will have, even in Com¬ 
bined System schools, the “oral at¬ 
mosphere” so much desired by the oral 
teachers. 

This plan should not be carried to 
extremes. In the case of pupils with 
an excellent command of English, and 
especially semi-mutes admitted to 
school at an advanced age the prohibi 
tion of signs should not be so rigid. 
The latter should rather be encour 
aged in using signs. It is almost as 
bad to see a bright semi-mute from a 
Combined System school unable to un¬ 
derstand and use the sign language, 
as to see another unable to use correct 
English. In the case of those weak in 
English the rule should be most rig¬ 
idly enforced. Apply the rule with 
common sense considering what is best 
for each individual. 

Will not some of our progressive j 
young superintendents try this process 
and lead the way in the direction of 
what both reason and experience point 
out as the true solution of the vexed 
question as to the best way of educat¬ 
ing the deaf? 

Seattle, Feb. 9th, 1910. 


Something to Interest You 
in China 

Continued from Page 1 

China. The tea, sometimes the deli¬ 
cately flavored Jasmine of the Chi¬ 
nese, or the more pungent Ceylon herb 
from India, was served in our hostess’ 
beautiful Japanese or Cantonese por¬ 
celain cups, and with it we ate the 
most delicious American or English 
cakes that the Chinese cook could 
make. All was quietly served by blue- 
gowned Chinese boys. When we had 
the working party at the school two 
or three of the deaf boys came in to 
serve, always doing it nicely. 

If you could have listened to our con¬ 
versation you would have caught some 
Oriental expressions quite unfamiliar 
to your Western ears. One lady 
would speak of her ma fu (coachman); 
another would say she took a sampan 
at the jetty (“three boards” at the 
wharf, meaning that she had taken a 
small Chinese rowboat); one might 
call attention to the metal roof of the 
Standard Oil Company's godown 
across the bay, meaning the ware¬ 
house; and another tell of the hones¬ 
ty of the Chinese comprador in some 
foreign hong, meaning the head clerk 
of a firm. Some of these words are 
Chinese and some are “Pidgeon-Eng- 
lish.” Here is a sentence for you, “I 
told the ma fu to hire a coolie to take 
me in a sampan from the west jetty 
around to the godown of the foreign 
hong, as I wished to see the compra¬ 
dor, savey?” The ma fu is likely to 
reply, “No can catchee ploper sampan. 
More better you lide horse on dixy¬ 
load.” Such talk is common. Few of 
the business people speak Chinese, and 
the coolies use such English as the 
ma fu, but Chinese students learn to 
speak quite correct English and their 
writing is almost copperplate. The 
missionaries all learn to speak the Chi¬ 
nese language, but. in the business 
hongs interpreters are usually employ¬ 
ed. 

With this introduction I will reserve 
Miss Carter’s account of the sale for 
my next letter. 


A STATE BADGE. 

Miss Maysie K. Baylor of Garfield, j 
Wash., suggests that at the Colorado 
convention the deaf from various 
states wear state badges of different 
colors, so as to readily recognize one 
another. The N. A. D. furnishes a 
badge for all who join the Associa- j 
tion, but no state badges. The deaf 
from various states where there is but 
one school generally are acquainted 1 
with one another; but in states like I 
Washington and California where most | 
of the deaf have come from other 
states, the idea of a state badge seems 
a good one. W e suggest that Mr. Ax- 
bng, president of the State Associa¬ 
tion, arrange to have badges printed 
for those from this state who may at¬ 
tend the convention. H. 


A SUPERINTENDENT’S OPINION. 

Olof Hanson, of Seattle, seems to be 
making a strong bid for the presidency 
of the N. A. D. We are not personally 
acquainted with Mr. Hanson, but we 
like the tone of his discussion of ques- 
tionc that interest the deaf. He seems 
to have the necessary aggressiveness 
for executive leadership without being 
an extremist, and in his writings there 
is a note of sound common sense 
which shows that he is no impractical 
visionary, though he has the high and 
worthy ideals of a higher standard of 
advancement for the deaf, so neces¬ 
sary in one who would become their 
most authoritative leader and adviser. 
Here’s hoping that Mr. Hanson will 

win out.—E. S. Tillinghast in Oregon 
Outlook. 


SIGNS OF ZODIAC POINT TO 
HANSON. 

It seems that Mr. Olof Hanson, of 
Seattle, Washington, surely will get 
the presidential plum of the N. A. D. 
in 1910. Anyway everybody seems 
perfectly willing that he should have 
it. And as he is now the man of the 
hour, we all want to know as much as 
possible about him. Accordingly, I 
have found out that he was born the 
tenth of September. Years and years 
ago and consultation with the stars 
place him in the Sign of Zodiac Virgo 
which begins August 24 and ends Sep¬ 
tember 23 of any year. Virgo claims 
the Jasper for a gem and fancies 
brown spotted with blue in the color 
line. And the ruling planet is Mer¬ 
cury. Thus it is evident by the rul¬ 
ing of the stars that Mr. Hanson can 
fill “any occupation requiring discrim¬ 
ination, research, and brains.”—Mrs. 
E. F. Long, in Silent Worker. 


CAFETERIAS 
—Go to —-s— 

Smith’s Cafeteria 

1410 Fourth Avenue Seattle 

Breakfast 6:30 to 10 a. m. 

Lunch 11 a. m. to 2 p. m. 

Dioner 5 to 7:30 p. m. 


A Good Place to Eat at 

Wing's Cafeteria 

1409 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE 

LUNCH 11 TO 2 DINNER 5 TO 7:30 

Pike Street Cafeteria 
and Dairy Lunch 

Open Ail Day from II a. M. to 8 p. m. 


116 PIKE ST., SEA 1 TLE 


FollOW They are the most particular people on earth. The loss of t 

the 1 oneTense makes'the others keener. They appreciate Cteanlim 

Deaf Food Better—Prices the Same. 

to PEARSALL’jS CAFETERIA 

214 MADISON ST., BETWEEN 2ND 3RD AVE 
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W. F. SCHNEIDER, 

Secretary Washington State Association of the Deaf 


W. F. Schneider was 
born at Galveston, Tex., 
June 4, 1880. Later moved 
;o Ohio. Became deaf at 
age of 7. Attended the 
Ohio school nine years, 
graduating in 1S9S with 
honors. Spent four years 
at Gallaudet College, grad¬ 
uating in 1902. Came west 
in 1903 and secured posi¬ 
tion as teacher in the Ore¬ 
gon school, where he re¬ 
mained until 1906, when he 
went to Vancouver, Wash., 
and took the position of in¬ 
structor in printing, which 
position he still holds. He 
has lately taken up the 
tudy of photo-engraving, 
and some of his cuts have 
been shown in The Observ¬ 
er. He was married in 
1906 to Hazel Hawley of 
Portland. Ore. Last June 
he was elected secretary of 
the Washington State As¬ 
sociation of the Deaf. 



SPEAR FEDERATION 

Continued from Page 1 

that district should be stationed. Wen¬ 
atchee is another place that might 
want representation. Perhaps 1 am 
naming too many places for one State 
or division, but 1 do so to illustrate the 
point. Throughout the whole United 
States there will be representatives 
similarly situated. The executive 
committee will have to apportion the 
membership of the advisory commit¬ 
tee after first securing the names and 
standing of the leading deaf in each 
community. Of course, each member 
of the advisory committee will have 
to become a member of the N. A. D. 
before he is eligible. 

So soon as this work is accomplish¬ 
ed these members are told to go out 
into the highways and the byways and 
bring in new recruits. Each member 
of the advisory committee secures 
members for the N. A. D. through per¬ 
sonal solicitation and through corre¬ 
spondence with the deaf in his district. 
He becomes a sort of field marshal and 
as fast as he secures one member he 
authorizes him to go and work among 
those he (the new member) knows 
and bring in other members, reporting 
to the representative of that district, 
who in turn reports to the secretary 
of the association, and the secretary 
submits the applications for member¬ 
ship to the executive committee, to be 
acted upon according to the merits of 
each case. In every case the initiation 
fee must accompany the application, to 
be returned in case an applicant is re¬ 
jected. On this latter score, however, 
there will hardly be one out of five 
hundred to be rejected, for the field 
marshal will take care to secure only 
those who will be accepted. 

So far as I have seen, none of the 
numerous other plans submitted has 
had any definite proposition for secur¬ 
ing new members. They seem to 
overlook this important point, evident¬ 
ly taking it for granted that the deaf 
will fall over themselves to become 


members of the N. A. D. as soon as 
this or that plan is adopted. This will 
not do. You have to go out and knock 
your game in the head before you can 
bring it in. In building up any kind 
of a business it is absolutely necessary 
to keep up a constant personal solici¬ 
tation for business. I know, because 
I have lone it for years, and I know the 
heart-rending disappointments one has 
to expect. Is there any good reason 
why we should not apply the same 
principles to the building up of the N. 
A. D.? I fail to see any. 

In the Spear plan it is by no means 
intended that headquarters shall be 
opened immediately after the Colorado 
Springs convention if this plan be 
adopted. Nor is it intended that the 
secretary shall begin drawing a salary 
immediately. Provision is made, but 
not yet stated, for some money in the 
coffers of the association as soon as 
the Spear plan has oeen adopted, and 
immediately thereafter it becomes in¬ 
cumbent upon the National Executife 
Committee to appoint the members of 
the advisory committee and organize 
them into a working force. The de¬ 
tails of the establishment of a newspa¬ 
per are also to be defined in the main 
and each member of the'advisory com¬ 
mittee supplied with the details. The 
plans for the work of the association 
will be laid out well ahead and with 
this as a basis each member of the 
advisory committee goes to work to 
secure new members. He has some 
substantial inducement to offer the 
prospective candidate in return for the 
money the latter is investing. 

The by-laws under the Spear plan 
will not be straight, iron-clad rules 
saying what may and what may not be 
done. They will endeavor to show 7 
clearly the purpose of the w r hole or¬ 
ganization, but will be elastic and will 
place in the hands of the executive 
committee the greatest lee-way for the 
successful carrying out of all projects 
of the N. A. D. The secretary will be 
expected to administer the affairs 
from day to day in a business-like 


manner. He will be responsible to 
the executive committee and the mem¬ 
bers of the advisory committee will 
report to him direct in all matters af¬ 
fecting the deaf and with which the 
N. A. D. has any concern. He will 
take up his work immediately after 
election, but will not establish head¬ 
quarters until the association has se- 
I cured a sufficient number of members 
and has sufficient funds on hand to 
set in motion the several projects pro¬ 
posed, chief of which is the publish¬ 
ing of a large National newspaper for 
the deaf. 

I have endeavored in this communi¬ 
cation to show how the N. A. D. may 
be built up and financed at the start, 
also have tried to define the work of 
the advisory committee, or at least the 
most important work at the beginning. 
This committee will have plenty of 
other work afterwards and will be the 
most important adjunct of the organ¬ 
ization. In future issues 1 shall show 
bow T the state and local associations 
will secure fair representation through 
the Spear plan. 1 shall also discuss 
some of the points in Mr. Hanson’s 
plan as published in The Observer of 
February 3. In some respects Mr. 
Hanson’s plan would indicate that he 
had "stolen my thunder,” but I can 
overlook that. 


SELL YOUR ICE. 


“The mercury has been down close 
to the zero mark for several days past. 
Our icehouse has been filled with nice 
clear ice between four and five inches. 
—Kentucky Standard.” 

“Come up here where the mercury 
has been hovering around 20 degrees 
below zero and the ice is 14 inches 
thick, to get the real thing, or go up to 
Minnesota.—Hawkeye. 

Try Manitoba, where the mercury 
has been only 40 degrees below zero, 
end our ice is two feet thick. We be¬ 
lieve we have the finest climate in the 
world.—Silent Echo, Winnipeg, Man. 

Oh! sell your ice and come to Seat¬ 
tle, where the thermometer seldom 
goes below freezing and 11 above zero 
is the coldest on record. You can then 
talk of ideal climate. 

While the East, the South and the 
Middle West are suffering from bliz¬ 
zards and severe cold, the Pacific 
Coast is enjoying spring like weather. 
In Seattle the thermometer has scarce¬ 
ly been below freezing since the mid¬ 
dle of December. The sun is shin¬ 
ing, the grass is green and flowers in 
bloom are actually to be seen in many 
gardens. All this in the middle of 
February. 


THE ROME, (N. Y.) GRADUATES. 


I have repeatedly been asked to 
show my colors in the controversy 
anent methods and I have no hesi¬ 
tancy in stating that I am firmly and 
unalterably in favor of the combined 
method. I feel that Mr. Veditz is 
worthy of encouragement in his ef¬ 
forts in behalf of the deaf. It is in¬ 
deed a surprise to me that “x” who 
was educated by the combined method 
should be such an ardent advocate of 
oralism. Suffice it to say that his ut- 
I terances do not voice the opinion of 
the graduates of the Rome School. 
Among them all he stands alone in the 
position he has taken—-Utica corres- 
I pondent in the Rome, N. Y., Register. 



4 


THE OBSERVER 


THE OBSERVER 

SEATTLE, WASH., FEBRUARY 17. 1910 

1*. O. CHRISTENSON, Publisher. 

The Observer is issued every two 
weeks on Thursday. It is published 
in the interest of the deaf everywhere. 

TERMS! 


One Copy, oue year. .$1.00 

One Copy, six months .50 

One Copy, three months. .25 

Cn on da, one yenr. 1.50 


Advertising rates given upon Application 


CONTRIBUTION S. 

All contributions must be accompan¬ 
ied by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, 
but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for views and 
opinions expressed by correspondents in 
their communications. 

Contributions, subscriptions and busi¬ 
ness letters should be addressed to 
I,. O. CHRISTENSON, 
a Kin near Building, 142« Fourth Ave. 
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Entered as Second-Class matter, Nov. 
25. 1909, at the Postoffice at Seattle, 
Washington, under the Act of March 3, 
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N. A. D. PLANS. 


We have read with interest Messrs. 
Hanson’s and Axling's articles in the 
last issue and also those of Messrs. 
Axling and Hunt in this number. With 
some amendments the most of Mr. 
Hanson's article seems practical. We 
heartily agree with Mr. Axling that if 
the N. A. D. is to become powerful it 
must be largely through a strong, in¬ 
dependent newspaper. We say strong, 
not big, as does Mr. Axling. Its size 
to be governed by the subscription list 
and needs. 

The plan to have an advisory com¬ 
mittee with a member in every center 
of deaf population is just what is want¬ 
ed, and with the newspaper will be 
the mainspring in building up the as¬ 
sociation. 

We do not, however, take to the 
idea of a paid secretary and national 
headquarters. To establish such under 
the plan suggested by Spears-Axling 
means the enthronement of the secre¬ 
tary as grand boss of the whole asso¬ 
ciation, while the president becomes 
a mere figurehead to preside at con¬ 
ventions. 

To he sure, it says the secretary is 
to act under the instructions of the 
president and executive committee, 
but the president may be the other side 
of the continent and the executive com 
mittee everywhere. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances there is usually no time to 
consult them. Hence it is to be seen 
the secretary is high cockalorum. 

The president is and always should 
remain at the head of an organization 
Instead of a salaried secretary let th6 
president be authorized to hire clerical 
assistance as needed. This has its 
advantage in that if there is work to do 
it can be done; if not, why we do not 
have an idle horse in the barn eating 
his head off. 


AN APPEAL FOR CHEFOO SCHOOL. 

The Puget Sound Association of the 
Deaf, through a committee, is collect¬ 
ing money for the school for the deaf 
at Chefoo, China. The Observer has 
decided to make an appeal to its read 
ers for the same purpose. 

Who can read Mrs. Mill’s letter in 
our last issue without feeling the need 
of this school. What the Gallaudets 
and early instructors were to the deaf 
of our country Mrs. Mills is to the 
silent people of China, and we who 
appreciate what has been done for us 
should be the first to offer aid. 

We hope that deaf societies and 
schools as well as individuals all over 
the west will send in contributions. 

The editor of this paper has known 
Mrs. Mills for thirty years and ap¬ 
preciates her work for the deaf. 

READ THIS. 

1. Send money in a safe way by 
registered letter, postal order, or ex¬ 
press order. Make these payable to 
L. O. Christensen, 2 Kinnear Block. 
1426 Fourth Ave., Seattle, Wash. 

2. State plainly what the money is 
for. 

3. Do not send promises, as no at¬ 
tention will be paid to such. 

4. All money should be in our hands 
by April 15th. 

5. Names and amounts will be print¬ 
ed in The Observer as fast as received. 

Name. Amount. 

Puget Sound Association, to date..$6.00 


Another objection to a paid secre¬ 
tary is that he is expected to edit the 
official organ, a task he may be en¬ 
tirely unfitted for. If an independent 
paper ever becomes even self-support¬ 
ing it will be through the efforts of an 
experienced newspaper man. If the 
secretary was changed every two years 
it would also mean the changing of 
the editor, not an admirable move, pro¬ 
viding the right man was in the chair. 
It is an unfortunate fact that every 
man thinks he knows how to edit a 
paper—but an editor is rare. 

As to the newspaper, we say take 
one of the present papers, and let it 
remain in private hands, one or two 
pages (according to size), to be edited 
by president or secretary, or both. 
This paper will be expected to heartily 
support the N. A. D. It will have to or 
lose the patronage. The advisory 
committee, as suggested by Mr. Axling, 
everywhere to take subscriptions and 
work to build up the paper. This will 
give the association all that is desired 
in the newspaper line without its go¬ 
ing to any expense whatever. If the 
N. A. D. can get this part done satis¬ 
factorily at no expense why go to the 
trouble of trying to run the paper it¬ 
self? A graveyard full of independent 
papers indicates that such periodicals 
are not revenue-prodUcers. If by any 
chance this should become one there 
is time enough to talk of taking it 
over two years hence, if such a thing 
is desirable at all. 

Do not load up the association with a 
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cargo of plans of doubtful or small 
value. Some business plans succeed, 
others do not. 

The Spear-Axling plan deals too 
much in futures instead of present con¬ 
ditions. Still it may be a good idea to 
have something ahead to look toward. 

The suggestions we have given here 
are simple and economical. With 
what Mr. Axling calls the advisory 
committee to go to work securing sub¬ 
scribers and members, a strong asso¬ 
ciation should be built up during the 
next two years. Meanwhile future 
plans can be considered. 

Mr. Hunt speaks on the necesisty of 
a strong national organization. In 
that we quite agree, but we fear he 
underestimates the importance of the 
president. . In an association like 
I he N. A. D., with the membership 
widely scattered, the president often 
has to use his own judgment. It is of 
the utmost importance that he should 
be a deep thinker, with executive abil¬ 
ity, a man who loves to work for the 
deaf. Look out we do not get a 
chronic office-seeker who is willing to 
straddle any or all plans to get there. 

How much of the work successfully 
executed the last two years would have 
been accomplished had we had a less 
resourceful man than Geo. W. Veditz 
at the head? 

WORDS OF CHEER. 

“I enjoy The Observer very much.”— 
Mrs. J. W. Lake, Medina, N. Y. 

“I consider The Observer well edit¬ 
ed and a paper that is bound to grow 
in influence and usefulness.”—W. S. 
Runde, Berkeley, Cal. 

“The discontinuance of The Observer 
would be a catastrophe too horrible to 
contemplate, so I hasten to enclose 
money, hoping you will continue to run 
as good a paper in the future as in the 
past.”—L. C. Williams, San Francisco, 
Cal. 

“I want to congratulate the editor 
upon the typographical appearance of 
the paper, its interesting contents, so 
free from personal feuds. The paper 
should have the support of the N. A. D. 
and should be its official organ. The 
N. A. D. should foster it as the two 
other associations have fostered the 
Annals Review and Industrial Journal. 
With best wishes for continued success 
and an increased subscription list.”— 
Howard E. Thompson, Boulder, Mont. 
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PUGET SOUND ASSOCIATION OF 
THE DEAF. 

At the last meeting of the society 
an unusually busy time was had. The 
committee appointed to see about se¬ 
curing rooms of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce reported that we could have the 
rooms if we desired, but the matter 
was finally laid on the table till next 
meeting. 

Treasurer’s report for the year show¬ 
ed the society in excellent condition 
financially. 

Ten new members have been added 
during the year, there being now 49 
members, and two names proposed. 

The President reported that a letter 
had been sent to Senator Jones asking 
his support of the bill to appropriate 
$5,000 for the Congress of Deaf at Col¬ 
orado Springs next summer. Mr. 
Jones is chairman of the industrial ex¬ 
position committee, to which this bill 
was referred. 

The name of Miss Ethel Carr of Bel¬ 
lingham was presented for member¬ 
ship. 

The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: 

President—A. W. Wright. 
Vice-President—Mrs. Olof Hanson. 

Secretary—W. S. Root. 

Treasurer—Albert Hole. 
Sergeant-at-Arms—Olof Hanson. 

Trustees — L. O. Christensen and 
Olof Hanson. 

Directors—Mrs. J. E. Gustin and 
Mrs. A. K. Waugh. 

There was a lively contest for all the 
offices except secretary and trustee 
but no ill-feeling. 

Believing that the parents of deaf 
children in Seattle day school would 
be interested in a paper published for 
the deaf, the society has made an ap¬ 
propriation to send The Observer to 
them. It is hoped that the parents 
may become sufficiently interested to 
subscribe for themselves. 

A committee of five was appointed 
to make arrangements for a public en¬ 
tertainment. One-half of the proceeds 
of this entertainment will go into the 
local treasury, the other half to the 
Chefoo (China) school. The commit¬ 
tee in charge is L. O. Christensen, J. E. 
Gustin, Albert Hole, Mrs. Olof Han¬ 
son and Miss Elsie Peterson. 

The subject of a contribution for 
stricken Paris was brought up and 
about $10 raised, which will be sent on 
to E. A. Hodgson of New York City, as 
suggested by President Veditz. 

Mrs. Alex. Wade invited the Seattle 
deaf to attend a party at Tacoma Feb. 
19th, and it is probable a goodly few 
will attend. 

It was decided to again circulate a 
subscription paper in the interest of 
the school for the deaf at Chefoo, 
China. Mr. Root was named chairman 
of this committee, and he will be as¬ 
sisted in Seattle by Messrs. Christen¬ 
sen and Hanson, and In Tacoma by 
Mrs. Seeley and Miss Siegel. It is 
hoped to improve on the $40 raised 
last year. 

The civil service committee was in¬ 
structed to write to all of our senators 
and representatives in the interest of 
the $5,000 appropriation for the Col¬ 
orado Springs convention. 

OUR VALENTINE. 

The editor has received a Valentine 
which reads: “Editor the to not—girl 
best your to Valentine you send—.” It 
is postmarked Tacoma. All of which 
goes to strengthen our impression that 
Tacoma has some bright lights. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

The Alaska fever still rageth among 
a number of the local deaf. 

We understand that Mrs. J. B. Bix- 
by is soon to take a trip back east to 
visit childhood scenes. 

Ross Slightham of Spokane is visit¬ 
ing relatives in town and also getting 
acquainted with the local deaf. 

Miss Laura Sampson has resigned 
her position as supervisor of the girls 
at the Vancouver (Wash.) school, and 
is now at home in Georgetown. 

Report has it that a coldness has 
grown up between a heretofore loving 
Seattle couple. It’s all due to the 
fact that some one back in Pennsyl¬ 
vania sent a valentine to the sterner 
half. But we will all believe A. W. 
when he says he hasn’t the least idea 
who sent it. 

O’LEARY TO THE FRONT. 

J. H. O’Leary, of Wenatchee, Wash., 
is still one of the boys. He recently 
issued a challenge for a contest with 
ice skates, and Jimmy distanced all 
comers at the contest, and was crown¬ 
ed king of the rink amidst the munch¬ 
ing of pie and frying of “hot dogs.” 
One fellow who read the challenge got 
off the following humorous reply: 

“I note Mr. O’Leary’s challenge. If 
this was forty years ago I would not 
hesitate to accept. But to show that 
I am game, like Champion Jeffries, I 
will accept when I have had sufficient 
time to train. Therefore I will race 
Mr. O'Leary on the Columbia river 
July 4, 1910, from Wenatchee bridge 
to Rock Island and return. In the 
meantime I will accept vaudeville en¬ 
gagements to pay training expenses.” 

DEAF AND DUMB GIRL’S VICTORY. 

“Never in the history of public 
schools of Chicago did it occur that 
a 15-year-old girl, handicapped by be¬ 
ing deaf and dumb, should graduate 
with other more fortunate students 
from this school.” 

These were the words of C. W. 
French, principal of the Chicago Nor¬ 
mal School, at the distribution of dip¬ 
lomas to graduates at the school build¬ 
ing, having in mind Miss Margaret 
Sutherland, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Sutherland, 7248 Yale avenue, 
who was one of the graduates. 

In addition to being a student at the 
Normal school, she attends the Art In¬ 
stitute, where, every Saturday after¬ 
noon, it is said, she has made consider¬ 
able progress. Decorations for the 
platform at the school for the com¬ 


We want our friends everywhere to 
send us short articles of interest to 
the deaf. 

F. A. Johnson of Chicago says “The 
pen of Olof Hanson is mightier than 
the Big Stick.” 

One of the neatest and best printed 
exchanges taat comes to our table is 
the Silent Echo of Winnipeg, Man. 

The Observer office has been over¬ 
run with political printing of late. Se¬ 
attle is in the throes of a mayoralty 
contest. 
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mencement exercises were the work of 
Miss Sutherland, whose inclinations 
toward art, it is said, are quite evi¬ 
dent.—Chicago Daily. 
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SPOKANE, WASH. 

Association Meeting. 

The regular business meeting of the 
Spokane association of the deaf took 
place on Saturday, the 5th, with a 
good attendance. The main matter 
under consideration was the work be¬ 
ing done for the entertainment on 
February 26. After some discussion 
the whole matter was passed up to 
the entertainment committee, and the 
chairman of that committee promised 
to see that all details were properly 
arranged. 

Several of those who had been mak¬ 
ing collections among their friends re¬ 
ported at the meeting. It was found 
that a nice sum had been collected, 
and the prospects were that after the 
entertainment has passed into history 
and all expenses paid there will be 
something to turn into the Association 
treasury. 

At this writing it is not possible to 
state definitely where the entertain¬ 
ment will be held, but it will likely 
be either at Blair’s Business College 
or in the First United Presbyterian 
church. Every one who does not hear 
from the secretary of the association 
should take this as an invitation to be 
present and meet Supt. Clarke, and 
listen to his address. 

News Notes. 

Your scribe is informed that Clyde 
Patterson has purchased the lumber 
and started to build a small house on 
his lot on Gordon avenue. It will be 
remembered that the bungalow which 
formerly stood on the property was 
taken away by Mr. Banister when he 
bought a lot of his own. Robert B. 
Paterson will do the work on the new 
house. 

P. L. Axling was surprised two 
weeks ago by his brother dropping in 
on him. The brother had been spend¬ 
ing the winter in South Dakota with 
relatives and friends and afterwards 
spent some time in Denver, whence 
he came direct to Spokane. He visited 
with the Axling family until the 7th, 
departing that day for Bellingham. 

John Toner has now become the 
head of the painting gang in the car 
shops of the Inland Empire system. 
He has thrown away his brushes and 
paint-besmeared overalls and is over¬ 
seeing the work done by the other 
men in his department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Toner were not at the 
meeting February 5. An accident to 
Mrs. Toner just before the hour for 
starting made it necessary to give up 
going. She was going down some icy 
steps near her home and stumbled, 
striking the knee on some boulders 
and injuring the cap so much that she 
could not leave the house that even¬ 
ing. 

The Axling family will take a run 
down to Valleyford Saturday evening 
to spend Sunday with the family of the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Washington 
Farrer, who will be remembered by 
most of the deaf of Spokane as visit¬ 
ing here during the Interstate fair. 
The Farrers intend to leave for their 
home in Pipestone, Minn., shortly. 

Among those who will without doubt 
be present at the entertainment the 
evening of the 26th we may mention 
the Misses Myra Ford, Laura Meador, 
Hattie Plall, Jessie Livingston, and 
Messrs. Henry Ott, Frank Garrison, 
David Krause, Earl Weaver, and two 
or three others. Of the married cou¬ 
ples we look for Mr. and Mrs. L. N. 
Wheatley, Mr. and Mrs. Lee O. Brown, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Morgan, Mr. and 


Mrs. W. Jones, and others. 

Word has reached us from Wenat¬ 
chee to the effect that Mrs. J. B. Bix- 
ler and her children will soon depart 
for their old home in Indianapolis, 
where they will remain a year or more. 
Mrs. Bixler has been in poor health 
for a long time, and it is hoped that 
the change and rest will restore her. 

It is expected that Mr. Anton 
Schroeder, of St. Paul, Minn., will be 
in Spokane some time this spring. He 
is coming west with the intention of 
looking over the country, and may 
pick up some good Inland Empire dirt 
before he goes back east. 

The step-mother of Alfred E, Arnot 
passed to her eternal rest on Jan. 28, 
after a long sickness, in a private hos¬ 
pital in Indianapolis, Ind. The remains 
were sent to Hall, thirty miles south¬ 
west of Indianapolis. A big crowd 
attended the funeral service in the 
church and she was buried in the cem¬ 
etery near Hall on Jan. 30. His father 
is still living and well. 


TACOMA. 

These are anxious days for the mem¬ 
bers of the T. L. C., rehearsing for 
their entertainment of the 19th. The 
president has dreamed more than once 
lately that she was on the brink of a 
precipice. But she has more faith in 
ner day dreams than those that come 
at night and she doesn’t think she has 
put too high an estimate on the abil¬ 
ity of the members of the Club to make 
a good showing in public. 

Furthermore, the Club has been 
shown unusual courtesy by being of¬ 
fered the use of the Y. M. C. A. As¬ 
sembly Hall in the new building just 
recently opened in the heart of the 
city. Altogether, the Club has every 
incentive to do its best. 

The whole program is such as hear¬ 
ing people could give, almost, being 
mostly tableaux and pantomimes with 
accompanying oral explanations for the 
benefit of those not deaf. When any¬ 
thing is given in signs. 

The program is as follows: 

1. Address of welcome. 

2. Short paper on George Washing¬ 
ton. 

3. Concert recitation—“America.” 

4. Humorous Shadow Pantomime— 
“George Washington’s Little Hatchet.” 

5. Short narrative—“The Heroism 
of Elizabeth Jane,” followed by tab¬ 
leaux. 

6. Humorous Pantomime — “The 
Trials of a District School Ma’am.” 

7. Tableaux—“The Spirit of ’76.” 

8. Solo in signs—“Columbia, the 
Gem of the Ocean.” 

9. Humorous Pantomime — “The 
Trials of a Housekeeper.” 

10. Solo, in signs—‘‘The Star Span¬ 
gled Banner.” 

11. Tableaux—“The Union For¬ 
ever.” 

If the program is over before the 
audience wishes to disperse, the re¬ 
mainder of the evening will be spent 
in a social way, but refreshments will 
not be served as had originally been 
intended. 

Mr. Spratlen, of Portland, has been 
a visitor in Tacoma and Seattle the 
last few years. Mrs. Hammond, Mr. 
Thomas and he were school mates in 
Nebraska. 

The habit of deceiving others leads 
to deceiving one’s self. 


BUSINESS CARDS 

OLOF HANSON, Architect, 

62 Downs Block 709 Second Avenue 
Senttle, Wash 


ROY E. HARRIS, Carpenter and Stair 
Builder. Phone R 3185 
1925 Eleventh Ave. North Seattle 


VANCOUVER. 


Miss Sampson has gone home to 
keep house for her folks, who were in 
need of her service since the marriage 
of her sister, which occurred recently. 
Mrs. Hunter has taken her place as 
supervisor for the remainder of the 
term. 

We had an excellent view of Comet 
A-1910 for several nights recently. The 
pupils showed great interest to learn 
everything about it. They are now eag¬ 
erly awaiting the appearance of Had¬ 
ley’s Comet which promises to enlight¬ 
en us on some of the mysteries on 
which many of our prominent scien¬ 
tists are thus far inclined to disagree. 

Supt. Clarke is booked to deliver two 
lectures at Spokane this month. The 
first will be on the 25th at the High 
School, when he will have an audience 
of educators to hear him. The next 
day he wil appear before a gathering 
of deaf people who reside in and in the 
vicinity of Spokane. 

Jupiter Pluvius insists upon an ex¬ 
tended visit in our locality and as a 
result we have an unusual lot of mud 
to evade in taking our out of door 
walks. But we are not worrying much 
on this account as the pleasant spring 
days are promised us before our East¬ 
ern friends see the last glimpse of 
snow. 

Our basket ball team is making a 
fairly good record this season. Up to 
date there have been seven victories 
and three defeats. The last game play¬ 
ed took place on the 11th when our 
boys met the strong team from Hill 
Military Academy of Portland. Our 
boys put up such a fast, snappy game 
during the first half that the visitors 
were simply carried off their feet. The 
visiting team seemed to come to life 
during the second half, but not enough 
to win. The final score was 25 to 21 
in our favor. 

Just as we were expecting to see 
the first signs of spring we are visited 
by the heaviest snow fall seen here 
this winter. If “the old lady continues 
to pick her geese,” at such a lively 
rate for a few hours more, we will get 
a good sleigh ride yet. 

Mr. Schneider has turned out some 
fine photos of our boys’ basket ball 
team. He printed a large number of 
post cards and they sold like hot cakes 
while they lasted. The pupils are send¬ 
ing them to their friends all over the 
country. 

We were very sorry to learn of the 
disastrous fire which occurred at Gal- 
laudet College on Feb. 6th. We sin¬ 
cerely hope that Congress will at once 
take steps to make good the loss, and 
that a larger and grander building will 
rise out of the ruins. 

The carpenter boys, under the direc¬ 
tion of Mr. McDonald, are making an 
addition to our engine room. The new 
water plant which w r as recently in¬ 
stalled, makes necessary this change. 

By an unanimous vote- of the mem¬ 
bers of the Athletic Association at a 
rectn meeting, it was decided that the 
athletic teams be photographed at the 
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close of each season, a photo of the 
same to be preserved, framed and hung 
up in the boys’ reading room, to en¬ 
courage athletic games among’ the 
smaller boys. 

A very pleasant party was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Divine on 
the 9th. It being the fifth anniversary 
of their marriage and their. wooden 
wedding, every one invited presented 
the hostess an article of some kind in 
the form of wood. One of these was 
a potato masher which we imagine 
Mrs. Divine will use for a different pur¬ 
pose whenever the occasion requires. 
Games of whist and high five and 
much chatting was enjoyed by all. The 
refreshments served were so tempting 
that ye correspondent carried home a 
plate of good things under her coat. 


PORTLAND, OREGON. 


Have you seen the comet A-1910? 
What does it look like? Like people? 
Guess so. 

The P. D. M. Society held its lit¬ 
erary meeting Saturday night, the 5th 
inst., at the Y. M. C. A. 

After Miss Morton, Messrs. W. Thur¬ 
man and W. W. Redman were chosen 
as judges. Wm. Livington with Geo. 
Kreidt as supporter, opened with a 
debate against Chas. Lawrence with 
Rudy Spieler as helper upon the fol¬ 
lowing question: Resolved, that “Sav¬ 
ing Is More Dangerous Than Spend¬ 
ing.” It was indeed an interesting 
one. One of the best points was that 
“too much saving is for the individual 
advantages but for the public disad¬ 
vantage.” The judges decided finally j 
in favor of the negative. 

A. O. Van Emon signed a declama¬ 
tion on “Sheridan’s Ride” in a credit¬ 
able manner. He was followed by Mrs. 
J. Reichle, who acted as critic. 

The next meeting will be a business 
meeting which occurs on the 5th of 
March. 

A portion of the congregation of 
deaf people gave a reception to Rev. 
Mr. DuBois and his wife, Tuesday 
night, the 1st inst., at the residence of 
Mrs. F. W. Metcalf, proving to be 
one of the most conspicuous functions 
of the entire winter. The occasion 
being in honor of the installation of 
Rev. Mr. DuBois as permanent pas¬ 
tor of the Grand Avenue and Wasco 
Street Church. A speech of welcome 
was made by J. Reichle and then a 
program was given after which re¬ 
freshments were served. There were 
about forty present. Among them 
were S. T. Walker, real estate dealer, 
and Miss Sullivan, teacher in the 
“Portland day” school for the deaf, 
where Mrs. Metcalf is also teacher. 

There are four interpreters in the 
local community and vicinity, namely, 
Mrs. Metcalf and Messrs. S. T. Wal¬ 
ker, Wentz and L. Loyd. The former 
interprets services at the Grand Ave¬ 
nue and Wasco Street Church each 
Sunday morning. The latter three take 
turns at the M. E. Church in Univer¬ 
sity Park suburb each successive Sun¬ 
day. It seems the foregoing indicates 
that a deaf minister is needed very 
much in these parts of the country at 
least. 

Mrs. Renna Jorg is advertising as a 
dressmaker and is so busy that • she 
has no time to gossip about anything 
as “gals” generally do. She has made 
artistic lace to be used for a bed 
spread. It is entirely hand-made and 
friends advised her to have it exhibit¬ 
ed at the World’s Congress at Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

A basket ball team has recently been 


formed by some mutes, namely: 
Messrs. Chas. Lawrence, R. Jacoby, 
Arthur Stalker, Leslie Lichenor, T. 
Kantz and F. Johnson. They are prac¬ 
ticing at the Ringler gymnasium to 
be in readiness to challenge W. S. D. 
in Vancouver, Wednesday, the 9th, 
thence O. S. D. in Salem some time 
in March. 

Sanford Sprattlen is going to visit 
his old friend, John Thomas in Ta¬ 
coma, as soon as he is ready. 

The report has loomed up that E. 
E. Vinson, who is rising in the wrest¬ 
ling art, has gone to Vancouver, B. C. 
Hope he will be back soon and then 
stay here for good. 

Eddie Speeler, from New York, bro¬ 
ther of Rudy, is the latest addition to 
the silent population. He works for 
the Independent Iron Works. 

We have reason to be joyful in the 
fact that a masquerade social is to be 
held at Portsmouth Hall, in Ports¬ 
mouth suburb, on the 19tli of Febru¬ 
ary. Admission 25 cents with cos¬ 
tume; without, 35 cents. Come one 
and all, as ye scribe predicts that it 
will be as memorable as it will be en¬ 
joyable. A flash-light photograph of 
those present may be taken. 

C. J. Lidberg, who moved his fam¬ 
ily to California some years ago, 
returned here last December to stay, 
and works for the Pacific Show Case 
Co., at good wages. His wife died 
while in the Golden State and is sur¬ 
vived by her “hubby” and three child¬ 
ren. VAN. 


SOUTH DAKOTA. 

The Kansas Star and Mr. A. L. Rob¬ 
erts have recently given some sage ad¬ 
vice to the deaf who expect to attend 
the coming convention. I agree with 
Mr. Roberts that the selection of a 
president is not the first or main thing 
on the program. We should first per¬ 
fect an iron-clad organization and then 
elect men who will stand by it to the 
last ditch. Personally I do not care 
if the coming president is a farmer, 
teacher, college man, or “hoss trader,” 
just so he has brains, personality and 
business ability, and will give the or¬ 
ganization his best efforts. 

As the Star says, we must build up 
a strong organization before we can 
hope for success. I believe in federa¬ 
tion and will work and vote that way. 
I have gone over the Tilden, Veditz and 
Spear plans. They contain many good 
ideas, but I am not in favor of any one 
of them as they have been presented, 
but have full confidence in the ability 
of the deaf to get together and do 
things right. 

While I am at it I wish to say that 
there is one thing advocated by Pres¬ 
ident Veditz that I am heartily in sym¬ 
pathy with, and that is, the National 
Home idea. We should have a Na¬ 
tional Home, and think Colorado the 
best place for it. I believe further 
that it would be wise and economical 
to have the president of our organiza¬ 
tion the superintendent of the home, 
and also have the National headquar¬ 
ters located there. This is how I feel. 
I have no candidate for any office. I 
am going to work and vote for what 
I think will be the best for all. 

There are quite a number of Dakota 
deaf who have the price of a Pullman 
bunk and a meal ticket laid away, and 
hope to attend the convention. I can¬ 
not at present state just how many 
there will be in attendance, but I hope 
the Sunshine State will be well repre¬ 
sented. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jewell, Mr. and Mrs. 


WANTED. 


Liberal-minded and alert deaf-mutes 
to get interested in the new Indepen¬ 
dence League of the Deaf. See an¬ 
nouncement in Silent Worker. 

No dues 

No expenses Purity Committee, 

No officers 1554 Franklin St., 

No publicity Oakland, Cal. 


Worswick and children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Olof A. Olson and baby, Edward Olson 
and friend, and Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
and child, attended a party given by 
the older pupils at the school two 
week ago. 

Hon. D. C. Thomas and Hon. S. H. 
Bakewell, members of our State Board 
of Control, were guests of the Deaf 
school for a night recently. They at¬ 
tended a party given that evening and 
seemed to enjoy the occasion, for they 
promised to come again soon. 

Miss Reed is getting ready to file on 
her claim out west of the river. Any 
one having a “Rocky Mountain can¬ 
ary” with a voice loud enough to wake 
a deaf farm hand, might be able to dis¬ 
pose of it to the above lady. 

We are trying to get together an ex¬ 
hibit for the convention to be known 
as the Dakota exhibit. 

Mrs. Elliot, wife of the former own¬ 
er of the Success, is in Madison, S. D., 
with her parents. 

Messrs. Dunker and Belgum of Ne¬ 
braska were Sioux Falls visitors last 
week. L. M. HUNT. 


LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


The Southern California Association 
of the Deaf, the Club Amapola, and the 
Los Angeles Division No. 27, ere the 
three deaf organizations in the Angel 
City. The former has a large lot of 
its own on Thirty-seventh and Figue¬ 
roa streets and intends to build a third 
or fourth story hall for church mission, 
lecture and sleeping purposes, when 
she has contributions enough to start. 
Her officers are as follows: William 
Bechman, president; Mrs. Wm. E. 
Dean, vice-president; Mrs. U. M. Cool, 
secretary; Wm. E. Dean, treasurer. 
The members are the stockholders and 
will get their shares back after they 
have built the hall. Those who wish 
to help may send money to the said 
treasurer. Miss Bessie Reaves backs 
up the association. Her father orig¬ 
inated the organization about four 
years ago. 

The club is giving pleasure and 
card entertainments to the members, 
ladies and guests on Saturday even¬ 
ings. It also has an eye out for the 
welfare of the Eastern tourists. A lit¬ 
erary entertainment under the Literary 
Auxiliary is held alternate Saturday 
evenings. 

The Los Angeles Division No. 27, 
lately founded here, is connected with 
the National Fraternal Society of the 
Deaf which is a fraternal insurance so¬ 
ciety and also works on the lodge sys¬ 
tem consisting of branch lodges in dif¬ 
ferent cities, and is to help on another 
and to relieve their families and rela¬ 
tives of immediate want in case of 
death. It also gives sick and accident 
benefits to the membership brothers 
at $5 per week at the limit of ten 
weeks. It is self-governed and for the 
class of the deaf. 

About thirty-five deaf people own 
homes, lots, ranches and other min¬ 
ing properties in this city and vicinity. 
They have a right to boast of having 
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the largest ownership, in business in¬ 
vestments, in the United States. What 
city can beat them? 

There are over 150 deaf mutes here, 
hailing from the various eastern states, 
are all doing very fine. Those who de¬ 
sire to, come and live in this very beau¬ 
tiful country, must have plenty of mon¬ 
ey or capital to avoid meeting with 
difficulties in securing work, even if 
they are competent workers. 

The Literary Auxiliary had a good 
and refreshing program and a large 
audience at the Club Amapola head¬ 
quarters on the night of January 27th. 
The subjects were as follows: Mrs. 
A. M. Andrews on “Monologues”; Miss 
Roy on poem “Excelsior”; N. V. Lewis 
on “His Travels,” when he traversed 
from here to Canada, via Chicago, Ni- 
agra Falls, New York City and Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. He claims that Greater 
Los Angeles is the best place to live 
in for its most attractive, temperate 
climate and most beautiful scenery all 
the year around in the world. (Ap¬ 
plause by the Club, members and lad¬ 
ies.) He also showed them many 
pretty souvenirs made of engraved 
names and pictures on all sizes of 
spoons and also booklets of pretty pic¬ 
tures and explanations of the places 
of interest in the East. 

Mrs. Andrews acted an old maid to 
perfection. It caused much laughter 
among the spectators. 

Last month William Cole of Utah 
moved to Redondo Beach with his 
bride (nee Miss Clotherorthy) who 
once lived there with her mother as 
tourists. She is known among the Los 
Angeles mutes. Mr. Cole was intro¬ 
duced at the Literary Auxiliary meet¬ 
ing of January 27th by his old school 
mate, Mr. Amundsen. He is a printer 
by trade. 

Emrel M. Runge and mother of Se¬ 
attle, Wash., are tourists here this 
winter. He called at the Club Ama¬ 
pola Saturday. 

Isadore Selig and his family of San 
Francisco moved with his household 
goods back to this city last month to 
live permanently. He has rented an 
office in the Chamber of Commerce 
building to run his advertising agency. 
We hope he will meet with good suc¬ 
cess in business in his new field which 
he just started lately. 

A lady friend of Miss Jessie Wood- 
burn and mother was a guest for two 
weeks. She has gone back to Seattle. 

Clarence Doane and Miss Woodburn 
now take The Observer. Miss Wood- 
burn was once a Seattle resident and 
likes to hear news of her old friends. 

Hart Whitmore of La Porte, Ind., 
stopped off here three weeks ago en 
route to San Francisco on a tour 
around the world with a party of four¬ 
teen persons. They left La Porte on 
February 5th. He called at the Club 
Amapola one night. Wish him good 
luck. He is known as “greatest deaf 
traveler.” 

August Schultz and her sister, lately 
from Missouri, are added to the colony 
here. The lady is a title abstractress 
and works in the county court house. 

A. M. Amundsen contributed $60 to 
the aviation committee which showed 
various makes of airships and display¬ 
ed them from January 10th to January 
20th. He gained 25 per cent of it. 
Good luck. 

A surprise birthday party of young 
ladies and boys was sprung upon Mil- 
ton Miller on January 21, at his home. 
It was arranged by his sister Ida. He 
received many useful and pretty gifts. 
Then a whist game was played. Miss 


King won and got a prize. Mrs. Worn- 
stoff got a booby prize. It was so 
strange that Milton was mildly sur¬ 
prised because he had a dream of go¬ 
ing to have such a party. Here’s wish¬ 
ing he may have many happy returns. 

Nina Seavey and her friend spent a 
week at Burbank a few miles from 
here, with her relatives last January. 

Mrs. Seavey entertained a host of 
the young and married ladies at a linen 
shower in honor of Miss Nine Seavey 
and Leon Presley who were wedded on 
February 16th, at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Ward were guests 
of their relatives at San Bernadino 
Christmas week. Their nephew is 
stopping with them here this month. 

Henry Schlauser is our addition to 
the population. He came from Texas 
last fall. He works at a dyeworks shop 
and is a bright boy. 

Clem Myers left town for Riverside 
several weeks ago where he is pack- 

A Mr. Waters, a Kansas product, but 
lately from Oklahoma, is around here. 

I. Selig has joined the Club Amapola. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis were at Long 
Beach visiting their folks last week. 

Mrs. Frank Ellis’ mother was mar¬ 
ried again about two weeks ago. They 
are stopping at Frank's for one month 
and are gbing to live in Venice soon. 
Good wishes to them. 

The entertainment committee of 
Club Amapola reported that a masquer¬ 
ade party will be arranged at Burbank 
Hall on South Main street between E. 
Fifth and E. Sixth streets on February 
19th, at 7:30 o’clock p. m. Admission, 
25 cents per person. 

Norman V. Lewis has a large print¬ 
ing office adjoining his residence on 
his lot and does job work especially. 
Mr. Bishop is his employee. He is an 
old Kansas product. 

Miss Ella Duff, who came from Col¬ 
orado with her grandmother a few 
months ago, stays with her two sisters 
at home in this city. She says she is 
much delighted with the climate. 


Dr. Thomas E. Fox was taken sick 
on Tuesday, Jan. 25, with what was 
supposed to be grippe, but which de¬ 
veloped into erysipelas, which has 
practically covered his entire face, 
closed both eyes, and laid him out 
helpless. Under the care of the doc¬ 
tor and a trained nurse he is doing as 
well as can be expected, but will not 
be out for a couple of weeks at least.— 
New York Journal. 


The city of Newburgh, N. J., boasts 
of a prosperous deaf grocer named E. 
M. Wygant.. He began in a small way, 
and now owns one of the largest and 
most complete of its kind command¬ 
ing the trade of the best people of the 
town.—Industrial Journal. 
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FIRE AT GALLAUDET COLLEGE. 


Fire in the college building at Gal 
laudet College, Washington, D. C., 
Sunday, February 6th, caused damage 
estimated at $20,000.00. 

The fire was discovered at 10:30 in 
the morning in the basement of the 
main building. Some waste paper at 
the bottom of the dust chute was set 
on fire through some unknown cause, 
and a strong draft carried the fire 
through the chute to the attic. Stud¬ 
ents ran down the stairs with fire ex¬ 
tinguishers, and the fire in the paper 
was put out in a few 7 minutes, and 
it was supposed the scare was over. 

But it appears that some of the 
burning paper was carried to the at¬ 
tic, and three hours later, while the 
students were at dinner, smoke was 
seen to come through the roof. The 
students again rushed to fight the fire, 
but it had gained headway in the attic 
and soon the flames burst through the 
roof. The fire department was called 
out, and one company with three en¬ 
gines promptly responded. But this 
was not enough to cope with the sit¬ 
uation, and a second alarm was sent 
in which brougut another company and 
then a third. After a stubborn fight 
the department succeeded in control¬ 
ling the fire and in confining it to the 
attic and roof. The second and third 
floors are occupied as sleeping and 
study rooms by the male students, 
and the first floor is partly used for 
offices and recitation rooms. These 
were not damaged by the fire, but the 
building was drenched by water. 

There was no insurance on the 
building, as it is the policy of the U. 
S. government not to carry any insur¬ 
ance on its buildings. 

The college building is only one of 
a dozen or more buildings belonging 
to the college, and the work of the 
college will not be materially hinder¬ 
ed by the unfortunate incident. 

Several firemen were injured by 
slate from the roof falling on them. 
Otherwise, no one was hurt. 

The Washington Herald speaks 
highly of the students not only for ef¬ 
ficient assistance in fighting the fire, 
but also for their help in caring for in¬ 
jured firemen. 
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